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Medium Term Planning Year 6 Theme 7

Project title: Planning a Leavers’ Party

EXEMPLAR QUESTIONS AND ACTIVITIES: connecting the strands and meeting National Curriculum aims

Approximately 1-2 weeks

See Wandsworth LA Calculation Policy for more detail on
developing mental and written procedures!

Rationale Learning, during this theme, will be based around a choice of four projects: Binary numbers, Planning a leavers’ party, the Fibonacci sequence and Vitruvian man. Teachers can decide themselves how
many projects to focus on, during this theme, and how long to spend on each one. All projects are cross-curricular, drawing on real-life contexts to make them varied and engaging.

KEY QUESTION ROOTS to be used and adapted in different contexts
If I know the perimeter of the hall is 23cm then how could | work out the length of each side? Show me how you know that you

are right.

What is the same? What is different? About the volume of a container which measures 10cm x 10cm x 10cm and a container which
measures 20cm x 5cm x 10cm? What do you notice?
Show me...(using a squeezable water bottle and measuring jug) 50ml, 100ml, a quarter of a litre, the total of 50ml and 125ml etc.
How would you teach this? Calculating volume.

Investigation: Decorations

DJ

Measure the length/width of the hall. Calculate the perimeter.
The hall will be decorated with paper chains (Note that the length
of paper used for paper chains is different from the length of the
chain). Children investigate how many paper chains they would
need to run the length/width of the hall. Calculate this using the
mean average as a way of finding the average  _ .
length of a made paper chain and - L
proportionally increasing this.

The children need to find out whether hiring a DJ
will be cost effective. Look at the cost of a range

of ‘real’ DJs with their rates being given in different
time formats—per hour, per minute, per half day.
Children find the cost for the party of each DJ.
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Investigation: Dancing

What is the total number of dances possible if everyone dances with each other?

Timetabling Investigation: Playlists
After giving the children the total
time for the party, give them the
amount of time given for a ‘typical
party’ which is much shorter. They
need to use proportion to scale up
each time value then construct a pie
chart to show the time given to each
element of the party. They could also
present this using different
timetabling formats e.g. Number
line. s

charts.

Children need to survey the year group
to find their favourite genres of music/
artists. They produce the data in pie

From this they need to create a playlist
which suits the needs of the surveyed
children. They need to chose enough
tracks to fill the time of the party without
a gap. How many tracks will they need?

Cheesy Pop

Rock

Investigation: Popcorn containers

The party needs to have popcorn. Each popcorn
container needs to be able to hold 100g of popcorn.
What could the dimensions be of the container?
The container also needs to be

stackable for storage and easy

to hold. Children investigate

using prototypes what the popcorn

holder could look like. Use nets for

prototypes

Drink/food

Given a selection of potential food drink options,
children survey their year group to find out prefer-
ences and complete a frequency diagram to decide
which foods to include. If each child drinks 150ml of
drink and eats 5 items of food, how much of each will
be needed for the whole party? Find the cost of this
and adjust to fit within the budget.
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Suggested ideas: Plan a Leavers’ Party for the end of the
year.

Before starting this unit, time needs to be spent deciding
the number of children who are coming, the total budget,
budget for different activities and length of the party.
Children could record their plans on paper and then
transfer to Excel to link with work on spreadsheets in
Computing.

As they complete each task, use the plenary to talk about
the current state of the budget. Children might need to
think about whether they want to change where the
money has already been spent in previous lessons. The
objective of the disco is not to make a profit so we need
to be as close as possible to the budget limit without
overspending.

Children could have areas of the budget to
manage—drink/food/decoration/entertainments. Use
proportion for children to calculate how much money will
be in their budget.

National curriculum Year 6 references:

. Solve addition and subtraction multi-step
problems in contexts, deciding which operations
and methods to use and why.

. Recognise, describe and build simple 3-D shapes,
including making nets.

. Interpret and construct pie charts and line graphs
and use these to solve problems

° Calculate, estimate and compare volume of cubes
and cuboids using standard units .

° Recognise when it is possible to use formulae for

are and volume of shapes.




