ST MATTHEWS COFE NURSERY & PRIMARY ScHooOL

PTA NEWSLETTER

SEPTEMBER 2018

Here we go again!

With the heatwave and Gareth Southgate’s waistcoats all but distant
memories, it can only mean one thing... the start of a brand new school
year! Welcome back! And a particularly warm welcome to all the children,
parents, carers and staff who have joined our community! We look forward
to getting to know you all...and what better way than our MacMillan Coffee
and Welcome morning at 9am on Friday 28 September! Please do
come and say hallo, ask questions, share any ideas or just enjoy a coffee
and a cake.

The PTA was hard at work during the break to make sure we have lots of
exciting events to put in your calendars...more details to follow soon. In this
newsletter we will look back at last year’s PTA events and explain how the
money that you helped raise was spent.

Your PTA Co-Chairs
Carrie, Jen, Nelle & Jen

Where did the money go?

Our objective is to raise funds to support our school and enhance the
learning experiences of the children. We work closely with the school and
Mr Quinn to identify where our funding will most benefit the children.

Here are some of the projects and initiatives we backed during the past
year:

Nursery and Reception Classrooms: Most of the money raised last
year was used to improve the interiors of our Nursery and Reception
classrooms. We have replaced the tired furniture and old equipment
and created fun, exciting and inter-active learning environments.

Bookcorners: We have put into each classroom new bookcases,
comfortable seating and reading resources.

Christmas pantomime: We sponsored the pantomime Scroogical that
was enjoyed by children from Reception through to Year 6.

Bookweek: We also sponsored an inspiring visit by the author Pippa
Goodhart, along with a fantastic Shakespeare workshop during National
Bookweek.

General resources: We also continue to provide funding for the
everyday learning resources that school needs to support our children’s
education.

Save the date

September

28 MacMillan Coffee and
Welcome morning 9am

28 Fun Run/Walk 3:30pm

October

12 Light Festival

17 AGM 7pm

November

2 Cake sale (Reception)

9 Movie night (Y5)

23 Cake sale (Y2)

December

7  Christmas Fair

14 Movie Night (Y4)

Get involved

We heavily rely on the support of our
amazing parents, carers and teachers at
St Matthews.

Here are a number of easy ways you
can assist the PTA with our fundraising
efforts:

% Volunteering - you can help on a
stall at an event, bake (or buy)
cakes, be a Class Rep, or join PTA.

< JustGiving - download the
Shop&Give app today and a % of
your on-line shopping will be
donated to the PTA.

% Matched Funding - many
employers will match the
fundraising efforts of their
employees or make a one-off
donation to the charity that the
employee volunteers with. The PTA
is a registered charity and qualifies
for these schemes.

< Donations - we gratefully accept
all donations, big and small. From
old teddies and toys, hamper
contributions to raffle prizes
sourced from family and friends or
local businesses. Keep an eye out
for notice of our collection dates.
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2017/18 Our best bits

We cannot thank our St Matthews community enough for all the help and support you gave us during the year. The
PTA hosted a number of events which were all very well attended. Not only were all events enjoyed by everyone, but
thanks to your generosity, we managed to raise around £20,000 which will greatly benefit our children. You can find
out more about the money we raised at the PTA AGM at 7pm on 17 October.

Light Festival — we kicked off the social year with our most popular event, The Light Festival. We had a record
turnout, with everyone enjoying the light parade around our field as well as the disco, bbg and bar.

Christmas Fair - we braved arctic temperatures and were rewarded by an appearance from Santa on a magical
afternoon. Thank you to our lovely school choir that got everyone in the Christmas spirit with a fabulous
performance.

School Disco -what better way to shake off the post-Christmas blues than by having a party? As always, the
children really enjoyed showing off their moves on the dance floor whilst the adults had the opportunity to catch up
over a drink and a bite to eat.

Quiz Night - our annual Quiz Night was a fabulous opportunity for parents, carers and teachers to let their hair
down. Our quiz master kept everyone on their toes and the reigning champions (St Matthews teachers & staff) were
finally dethroned. Congratulations to the Year 5 dads on their magnificent victory.

Summer Fair - the highlight of the St Matthews social calendar did not disappoint. Children enjoyed the variety of
games and activities whilst parents tried their luck on the raffles, bid in our incredible auctions and cooled down at
the bar. The delicious offerings from the International Food Stall were more popular than ever. Thank you to the
teachers who were such good sports and let the children and the occasional parent fling wet sponges at them!
Family BBQ - And so on a beautiful summers evening the school gathered on our field for the final event of the
year. The children had a fantastic time running around and playing ball games whilst the grown-ups sat back and
enjoyed the food and drink whilst reflecting on an amazing year at St Matthews.

Being creative

The PTA loves to unleash our
children’s creativity which is why
we ran two very successful art
competitions last year. First up
the children had to turn empty
toilet rolls into festive decorations
for our Christmas tree. Then at
the Summer fair our theme was
“What I love about living in
Wimbledon”. The competition was
judged by Sarah Manolescue, a
well-known local artist whose
children also used to attend St
Matthews.

Thank you to everyone who
entered and congratulations to
the winners of our competitions.
We look forward to receiving even
more entries this year.

There are a number of ways to get in touch with the
PTA, we would love to hear from you.

stmatthewsschoolpta@gmail.com

The PTA are super excited to announce our new
event for 2018. On 28 September at 3:30pm
we will gather on the sports field for our
inaugural Fun Run/Walk in aid of new kits for
the various school sports teams. Our football,
hockey, rugby and netball teams have been
performing brilliantly and we think they deserve
to look the part.

: facebook.com/ friendsofstmatthewsschool

i www.stmatthews.merton.sch.uk/ Community/PTA/
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